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| .A Journey Down Surpl;i; ‘
Street: The Half-House

PACT VI

By DEBORA BABIN KATZ
This week in our scerics we
conlinue to explore the archi-
tecture of the Cape Cod by vis-
iting onc of  Duxbury’s last
57 remaining
hall houses.
Such houses are
rarc to lind since
most  owners  ¢x-

panded them into full Cape
Cods to address their needs for
additional space.  Now as we
Journcy down Surplus Street,
we come (o a beautiful example
ol ahall Cape - The John Picree
Housc. [ consider this pristine
white Cape a gem not only as a
testimony of this almost cxtinct
architectural style, but also for
its tics to the railroad system,
the Declano family, and
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Duxbury’s last living World
War | veteran, who cherished
her hall Cape on Surplus Street,
A pathway can cross over more
than just brooks and railroad
(rack. It can span centurics of
local history and lore, which
once revealed can leave a last-
ing itmpression on both re-
scarcher and reader.

continued on page 19
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continued from page one

The John Plerce House

205 Surplus Street

There is some speculation
surrounding why hall houses
were built in the carly days.
Sumte resesrchers believe hall
Bouses were often built for nne
warricd daughters as dowry
cottuges. It was one way (o
appeal to a potential suitor who
waonld get not only a wile but
also i house in the proce
“But, if the girl were unlucky
in romance, she might continue
to live in her hall kouse in mod-
est independence.” noted an-
thor Doris Doal

Still others believe hall
houses were popular with
newly married couples who
could aiford 10 purechase land,
and build only & mudest house,
The il house provided an e
chitectural style that was casy
to add on 10 in the Ture, ex-
p.mclm-' the honse into o (ol

Cape withant destioving its
noral Bines nnd cunent spaces.,

A half house is buill with
two winduws i the side of the
front door. As with three-quar-
ter snd full Capes, the half
house also maintiged o e
chimmey, which was located
apposite the frant doorway, and
rose throngh the ridgetime ol twe
ouf.

Hall houses which never
became full Capes were some-
times called “sicl houses™ be-
cause its owners cither had no
children to require u second hall’
or no money 1o build a second
half, said former Town Histo-
risan Dorothy Wentwenth. Inthe
case of the John Pierce house,
itappears the fint reasonis why

“farmer as we el them today,

it never became a full Cupes
only one family inall the owa-
ers of this house hid o child
grow up here. 1 hnow of no
other house in Duxbury with
that sud distinction,” said
Wentwerth.

The story of this hall house
Begins in 18 when John
Picree purchised a small par-
cel of improved land (rom John
Delano who owsted o kirge tract
of farmiand on Surplus Street.
Improved land is o description
wsed in deeds to describe
clearcd land, which hid been
previously used, such as a pas-
ture. Pierce's small lot abutied
the expansive lands of John
Delano’s farm on one side and
e other bordered the road now
known as Surplus Street.

Pierce wiis & yeoman, or

who was already married and
had a two-year old daughter,
Elizabeth, when he purchased
the kind.  His wife, Deborah,
ave Digth the fallowing yeur to
wler, however, e cenple
hand sold their new house only
twenty days before his hinh, 1t
is unknown why or where the
Pierce Gunily moved to, but
they left behind o queing hatl
Cape.

The Tayout of the hatl house
includes o Keeping room,
borming room and front parlor,
and sometintes i butlery. When
John Pierce built his house, he
kept 1o the typical fayout. On
the first floor, there was o (ront
parlor, a keeping room
(kitchen) which was located at
the back end of the house, and
a finst foor bedroom, known as
the borning room.

Typically, a hall house was

a one swry structure, however
in the Pieree house there was
firepluce on the second Noor
which might indicate this arca
was finished olf for slecping
quartérs, “Very often several

generations of children slept on

Vorld War | army nurse Gladys
Reyno!ds Dwyer in 1918.

Phater courtesy of Eleanor Prince

{o American Legion dances.

E!eanannnce holdlnn up her Aunt Gladys’ black lace dress she wore

©Phestis bov Dcbuieed Ken?

pallets in an unfinished arca
under the caves, the low rafters
and warm chimuey bricks mak-
ing it comfortable until the
night winds crept into chill it,”
suid Wentworth,

The stairwell is located di-
reetly oppo:
and has the
in such houses, It arvives it a
landing befure & step into the
upstairs bedroom, It appears
there may have been st one tinte
“Good Moming Stairs,” which
led to two sleeping quarters,
one opposite the other ofl the
stairwell landing. “These stairs
were aptly called *Good Mom-
ing Stairs,” for when the occu-
pants of the bedrooms arose
cach day they faced cach other
and could say “Good moming”™
before duscending to the first
floor.” noted Doane.

Along with his sturdy small
house, John Picree also sold
additional buildings. In the
deed 1canster, hie deseribes the
property as a “homestead
farm.” It is difficult to imagine
his picce of land, only 1/5 of
an acre, capable of containing
u house, burn, and pasture, and
all the more puzzting that
Pierce received $500 for his
property.  While this amount
seems like a pittance today,
such a selling price would have
been considered very high for
any property during 1835, “A
Large cipre cottage built sear the
shore ut the sine time cost un-
der $600, which leaves one
wondering how this half house
on a side lune brought such a
prive” noted Wenworthy: -

A Journey Down Surplus Street: The Half House

perhaps o statement of the fine
workmanship saed condition of
the propeny,

The man who prrchased the
property for such a substantial
amount was Manton Sampson,
Interestingly. e was not mr-
ried when he bought the half
house, Single men typically
purchised i o conjune-
tion with un inuninent mar-
riage; however, there was no
known pending nuptisd in the
case of Marston Sampson. In
fact, Sampson only owned the
house for 3 1/2 years, sclling it
for $650 in 1839, a year and
half hefore his marriage to
Lucy Simmons of Duxbury.

Iuis possible Sampson only
purchased the property as an in-
vestment. Fromalaterdeed he

Lleulenanl Frank Dwyer. 04 in-
fantry from Mass. World War |
photos taken in 1918.

Photo coartesy of Eleanor Prince

Itis-

is described as @ “gentleman™
ruther than the yeomin, which
he was listed as in 1835,
Sumpson apparently became a
ul businessman, pur-
sther property and add-
ing to his wealth.

A mariner named Ausron
Chandler purchased the hall
Cape from Sampson for his
wife Abigail Weston and their
six-month old son Jesse, most
likely to reside in while he was
away for lang stretches of time
atsea. 10 s unknown exactly
how long the Chandler family
resided in the Cape. Tax docu-
ments reveal an Alden Delino,
who was it shoemaker, paying
poll and personal taxes in this
district, and two years before
purchasing the house, he was
paying the real estate tax on it
“This information alang with the
fuet that Anron Chandler disap-
pears from the poll tax fist but
continues to pay real estate tax,

makes” the rexearchier “hefiove

that Alden Deluno and his fan-
ily rented the balf Cape on Sur-
plus Street for many yuars,

Wihen Alden Delanoe pur-
chused the house in November
of 1866, he paid only $400 (or
it, which could reflect the gen-
eral depression after the Civil
Wae. “The transaction alse
nirked the retorn ol the prop-
erty buck to the original Delmo
fumily who had once owned the
land.  Alden Delano was a
cousin of John Delano

It was Alden Delano’s son,
Geonge, who would be the only
child to grow up in the house.
The Delanos hid been mising
George, who was adepted from
Abingtan, for nimy years in the
house.

His futher, Alden Delano,
spent the remainder of his life
at this hall kouse, which he lelt
to his son George when he died
in 1892, tis muther continued
tofive in the house with herson
wintil her death sometine before
18YN.

Georpe Brelmo wis the Biest
owner o be connceled to the
ratlroad, then called the
Duxbury and Cohasset Rail
Raad. Its tracks passed on the
west border of his propeny, so
close (o the house that the win-
dows st have rattled as the
train slowed dowa for thie Sur-
plus Street crossing,

The Duxbury and Colinset
Railrond was completed in
1871, and took 8 months o
build, “but the roadbed s
so badly in Swampy arcas thint

s had to d bark
and then reboard further on,
where the ground was firmer,”
noted Joan Schlucter in the
Dusbury Book.

The rilroad system contin.
ued in Duxbury until 1939, It
tad been a major fuctor in re-
Juvenating the local economy
as it brought the susmmer people
to the town. Businesses cater-
ing to the summer residents and
vacationers flourished, along
with property values. In addi-
tion, the railroud provided em-
ployment, creating new jobs for
the local people, including
George Delano,

George became @ flagman
for the Surplus Street crossing.
“There was & small crossing
tender’s house ucross the street
but he could hardly have
needed it so close was his own
ome.” said Weniworth, He
wits kept Fairly busy with more
than 12 1rains passing a day
through the Surplus Strect
crossing.

“Romunce came late to
George Alden Delano and it
came down the very tRic
carvied the trains he Magged,”
noled Wentworth.  Annic
Brown was a housckeeper for
one ol the summer residents,
Mrs. June Anderson, who pur-
chased the Bradford House an
Harrison Street in 1894, Brown
was an Irish immigrant origi-

. continued on next page.
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nally from Lantdonerey in North
Iretand, “There was bittle for o
girl 10 do in Duxbury after the
duy's work was over, s0 Annic
walked the trichs into o new
life,” added Wemworth,

Dwyer's nursing cap.
Plster by Oeboons Kz

Annie, however, was hardly
a girl when she met George
Delano. She was 31 years old
and ke was 45 years.  Their
“courtship™ continued cach
sumer untif 1905 when the
Anderson tamily sold their
house in Dusbury ind relocated
10 upper state New York, Per-
haps this event was the catulyst
for Delano to make his move,
for the hichelor now 56 years
ohl, ashed the fovely Annge for
ber hand in marriage, and she,
now 46 years old, accepted and
moved into the hadl Cape.

and S0 it is not surpl
Anmnie Brown Delano pro-
ceeded i update the Cape Coil,
This marked the Tirst mujor
chiunges tothe house sinee John
Pierce had built it in 1834,
Annie had a new cll Kitehen
addled to the rear of the house
where she added a soapstone
sink and pump, and new stove,
uncommon in modest homes.
The first several owners hd
relied on the fireplace brick
oven Tor cooking and had to
carry their water supply from
well out in the yard,

For the next six years the
newlyweds lived in the Surplus
Strcet talf-house, Thenin Veb-
ruary 1912, George passed
away, leaving Annic the sole
inheritar of the property, now
appraised w $1030,

Aunie Deluno continued live
ing in the John Pierce hall
house, *aided hy an exemption
in taxes that greatly reduced her
expenses.” She scon tock on a
hoarder 1o provide needed in-
comw and to help with the main-
tenance of the property, George
W. Cobbett became Annie
Drelano’s first and last boarder
~ S0 satisfactory an arrnge-
nent it in 1916 they snamied.

Cobbett anvered o ot acnss
the street from the John Pierce

house where lie kept u stuble
and twa horses. In 1920 he pur-
chased from the Ol Colony
Rait Company o Luge lot which
had been part of John Deluno’s
land, as well as @ wood lot ofl
West Streetin 1927, “lrenwem-
ber George Cobbelt running a
trash disposal business in
town,” remarked Elcanor
Prince, the current owner.

Cobbett would be the see-
ond person 1o make additions
1o the John Pieree propenty. In
1922, he added o two-car gie
ruge and shop, including a hin-
ished room in the rear with a
cellar, “This very comfurtable
room is hard (o sxccount fur un-
til one leams about Mr. Cobbett
himself,” explained
Wentwortls,  The large white
phaster walled room served the
needds of Coblettsmd his auny
*jovial® buddies, “There heen-
tertained with hard cider and a
fricndly game.”

Once again, Annic outlived
her husband who passed on in
1943, lcaving her with o sub-
stantial amount of property in
addition to herhouse,  She was
now 80 yeurs old, and not as
able to maintain the half-house.
She decided 10 sell it to Gladys
Reynolds Dwyer, a woman she
hid known as a child in the
Surplus Stecet neighborhood,
“Annic fell in love with Aunt
Gladys, who could charm any-
one,” noted Prince, the nicce of
Gladys Dwyer.

Tronically, this sale to
Gladys Reynolds Dwyer in
1945 also marked the retum of
the property to a direct descen-
dant o John Delano who had
originally sold the lamnd to John
Pieree for himto buibd his half-
house.  Gladys was not &
steanger to Surplus Street, She
had geown up only i short dis-
tance away from the John
Pierce bouse on her tamily’s
homestead,  the  Delano/
Reynolds' Farm.

Gladys Reynolds Dwyer
wits bor Janttary 8, 1895 inthe
borning room of her family's
furmhouse.  She was Harvey
and Cor(Deluno) Reynolds 3
child of their 13 childrea.
Gludys was a special girl who
abways knew she wanted to be-
come u nurse.  She attended
Partriclge Academy in Duxbury
and then geaduited from St
Vincent School of Nursing in
Worcester in 1917, “She was
determined 1o show Duxbury
that she could amount 1o some-
thing, since she had been teased
so much growing up because
she had such a large family,”
noted Prince.

Gladys Reynolds Dwyer did
show Duxbury her strength and
courage. InNovemberof 1917,
she signed up with the army
along with her nusing (ricnds
without informing her family.
On Christmus Eve of 1917, she
reccived the ofticial telegram
assigning her (o the Walier
Reed General Hospital in

Washington, Gliudys was u bit
disappointed since she had
originally signed on for over-
seas duty, but she cventunlly
2ot her wish in February of
1918 as she boanded the troop
ship to Europe with 17 other
nurses, “There wis no luming
back then, 1don't think anyone
would have, though, We just
prayed we'd have the courage,”
said Gladys in an interview
with Judith Momminy for the
Duxbury Clipper in 1985,

Her trip to Livempoo! ook
14 days. “There were two ships
going over, mxd they were told
that il one got torpedoed or
sunk, they were not to stop to
save the other ship but to con-
tinue on, Luckily they made
it,” recalled Prince. Gladys
hecame so seisick on lier way
1othe Crontlines she Jidn’t have
time to warry about what she
waottld soon face, subded Prince.

Alter Glulys® initial imining
in Liverpool, she was sent to
France where she served close
1o the front lincs.  The nurses’
barracks were freezing cold,
with the only heat source com-
ing rom a small potbelly wood
stove. “Gladys and the other
nurses would walk the eailroad
tracks and pick up coal to heat
their barracks,” noted Prince.

They also named the s
that lived in the barnicks afler

— X
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Hand-carved clathespins lound In
{he walls during o renovation.

$hater by Detwra Karz

One of Duxbury's few rematning halt house - John Pierce House

Pluster by Debora Katz

the inside of his planc,” laughed
Prince.

Gladys® alsomet the love of
ler life, Frank Dwyer, during
the war. He was the 2% Licu-
tenant of the 104th Infantry
from Massachusetts, and was
wounded during fighting on the
front lines in France. She
nursed him back, and the two
feltin love. “They hid to keep
their courtship quict because it
was aguinst the rules for offic-
ers to date nurses,” noted
Prince.

The couple returned from
the war Io live in New Yok,
whure Glidys worked as it pri-
vale nurse lor the next thirty-
Iwo years,  They decided 1o
retire in Duxbury in the half
house on Surplus Street.
Gludys would modernize the
house, while keeping all the
original rooms in tact.  She
would sdd u new kitchen ¢l in
the rear, transforming the one
Annie had added in 1905 into o

their officers, One duy Gladys
forgot to take her nursing cap
_with her, when she returned (o
her bueracks, she found.it full
of holes- the rats had eaten
throughit. “Aunt Gladys saved
that cap as reminder of her
stay,” noted Prince.  These
watien, whose sole job wis 1o
help the soldiers return (o the
front lines as soon as possible,
remained friends for many
years after the war,

Gludys never spoke of the
atrocities she witnessed during
the war, “l don't want to talk
about the gruesome things. You
try to forget them, but of course
you never can,  There's been
too many wars since then...old
men make wars,” she said lo
Moniminy.

There were some happy
moments for Gladys during the
war, She ook hiee Gin airplane
Might with Gatdic Rickenbaclher,
one of the top Nying aces of
World War 1. “He was show-
g ol for her, doing loops sd
toops when she got sick all over

family room. Gladys also
wdded fine details to the house,
such 13 a built in china cabiniet.

In 1963, Frank Dwyer
passed away, leaving Gladys’
the sole owner and occupant off
Ihe house. The couple never
lused children of their own, but
with such a large extended fam-
ily there were niny nicces and
nephews to keep her company.
Eleanor Prince often visited her
Aunt Gladys, who was so fond
of her niece, During a recent
visil to the John Picrce louse,
Eleanor pointed out a child's
wuooden chair belonging (o her
mother, Ella. Sitting in it is &t
very old Patsy Doll with evi-
dence of i young gisl’s use, but
still very much in tuct. “My
Aunt Gladys sent that doll to
me when | was seven...the
mailman sctually hand deliv-
cred it to me on Christimas
Day...you can image what that
doll meant 10 me,” remarked
Prince.

Gliadys Reynolds Dwyer
wats known in Duxbury for her
role at the American Legion

Post 223, where she held the
office of assistant chaplain.
“She participated in all the Post
services and activities...she
loved the social gatlierings, no
matter what the cause,” noted
one Legion member,

In 1988. Gladys was hon-
ored by the Republic of Frince
for lrer service in World War 1.
Her name was an the Duxbury
Roll of Honor published by the
Liberty Lown Commitiee- there
were 69 men listed and one
Army nurse, Gladys Reynolds
Dwyer.

On April 2, 1992, Duxbury’s
Last Hiving World War | veteran,
Gladys Reynolds Dwyer,
passed away at the age of 97
years old.  She left the John
Pierce house to her nicce
Eleanor Prince. “Its not my
house, Lcall it Aunt Gludys” and
my house, I'm the core tuker,”
noted Prince.

Since then, Eleanor Prince
has maintained the house with
such care und devotion.
Framed old photos of the
Delano/Reynolds family adom
the walls, and Aunt Gladys®
hats are on display in several
rooms, along with her nursing
cap which rests on a silver hat
stanel on @ Gunily dresser. From
another room, Eleanor brings
oul o beautilul detailed black
lace dress her Aunt Gladys
wore 1o every American Legion
dance. Two hand- carved
clothes pins found in the walls
during renovations are also on
display as a4 reminder of the
Cape's carlier days. Eleanor
Pritice is nolonger just the care-
taker of Aunt Gladys™ Cape and
Duxbury"s few remaining half
houses, she has become the cu-
rator of its niny (reasures.

Next week in this series, we
will explore the history behind
the Delano Farm and carly
Sarming in New England as we
Journey down one of Duxbury's
oldest pathways,




